The Matterhorn
By Peter L

What is the Matterhorn?

You might know the Matterhorn as a attraction at the Disneyland resort but it’s a real place! The
Matterhorn is a historic landmark in Europe. Out of all of the mountains that make up the Alps, the
Matterhorn is probably the best known. Meaning “peak in the meadows” in German, the almost
15,000-foot-tall mountain straddles the Swiss-Italian border and has long been a bucket list
destination for climbers.

In the late 19th century, in Switzerland, there were rumors of a

construction project that would bring train access to Matterhorn's
summit. The idea never gained much traction, but at the time, a pioneer
Heinz Schild was so certain that the project would happen he even wrote
a book about it. What Schild didn't expect was the local citizens who
voted against the project, arguing "the peaks of the Alpine mountains are
the ideological property of the entire Swiss population and hence are not
for sale" to developers.

“The ﬁrst ascent”
On July 14, 1865, a seven-member team of climbers made the first ascent to
the top of the Matterhorn using ropes woven out of manila hemp, but only
three lived to tell about it. As the group descended using the Hörnligrat
route (the mountain’s shoulder), one of the climbers slipped pulling three
others down with him. As the climbers above anchored themselves to
“absorb the shock on the lifeline”, the rope snapped between the fourth and
fifth man, and Michel Croz, Rev. Charles Hudson, Douglas Hadow and Lord
Francis Douglas fell to their deaths. Douglas' body was never found.

Igloo village?!
Carved out of snow and ice, Iglu-Dorf in the town of Zermatt at the base of
the Matterhorn is home to the world’s largest snow igloo, with an interior
diameter of 42 feet and a height of 34 feet. The igloo resort includes more
than a half-dozen individual igloos or hotel rooms interconnected by a
series of tunnels, as well as a bar and restaurant.

On July 22, 1871 an Englishwoman named Lucy Walker became the first
woman to reach the top of the Matterhorn—and she did it while wearing a
long flannel skirt. When she got word that her rival Meta Brevoort, a fellow
climber failed to get to the top a few years earlier due to bad weather, was
also headed to Zermatt, Walker went straight to the mountain and started
climbing. Soon, news of Walker's success spread across the globe. Brevoort
made a successful climb to the summit too. She reached the top a few days
after Walker—the first woman to reach the top via the Italian side of the
mountain.

It is the tenth highest mountain in Switzerland, and one of 48
Swiss peaks above 4000 meters in height. The four faces of
the Matterhorn face the four directions - north, east, south,
and west.Over 500 people have died climbing the mountain
since 1865, many while coming down.

The image of the Matterhorn first appeared on Toblerone
chocolate bars in 1960.

Back in the day, it used to take two
days to climb the 1100 meters of
Matterhorn's North face. Nowadays, 8
to 10 hours.

This fountain in Zermatt is dedicated to the oldest
mountaineer to have climbed the Matterhorn:
Ulrich Inderbinen. He was 89 years old at the time
of his last trip up the mountain.

This fountain in Zermatt is dedicated to the oldest mountaineer to have climbed the Matterhorn: Ulrich
Inderbinen. He was 89 years of age at the time of his last ascent.

Most ascents start from the Hornlihutte before dawn. There are 130 places available in this refuge and the hut is open from
July to September.
the Hornlihutte is one of the most expensive mountain refuges in the world. In 2015, it was reduced in size and camping
forbidden – with a maximum fine of Hornlihhtte – to try and reduce the number of people attempting the ascent.

In remembrance
In 2015, 150 years after the first ascent up the mountain, a team of
Mammut-sponsored guides retraced the steps of the first climbers by placing
hundreds of glowing red lights along the mountain's ridge. The result was a
temporary light installation meant to recognize the mountaineers who made that
original ascent and the lives lost during that incredible journey.
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